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19 October 1961

MEMORARDUM FOR : C(hdef, Security Eranch, Development Projects Division

SUBJRCT : Comversation with| | Assistant to
the Director for Publie Relations Regarding U-P

1. | | called the afterncon of 18 October to say that during
& viait by Mr. Dilles to Horth Caxelina last week, I believe at the time the
Fresident received an homorsry dsgree at the Untversity of Howrth Carulina, he
was spproached by Mr. David Vise of the New York Hevsld Tridune apd ifr. Tom
Ross of the &m—ﬁm These gantiemen sald that they had a coutract
to write o detailed U-2 Progran, and that they had already
ﬂwthmda&mmmtfmntmnywujdnrimsﬁn'rmmmu- Thay reportedly
vanted to obtain the Director's endorsement for this book and his assistance
as well iIn providing much of the detail.

2. The Director's respornse, altheugh not quoted exaetly YWy Colmel

apparently was sufficiently emcouraging that Wise amd Ross checked
in at the White House to see vhat the present policy was there. Mr. Salinger
reportedly saild he saw no veason vhy such a ook could not end should not be
written, especially since its anthors ssid that they intended that the fmpact
would be wholly faverable to the Ageacy, and Salinger refuryed the authors to
[ | was sounding us out on our cpiniom adout the
in his call to me.

3 I told Aim that I could see no usefizl purpose aerved dy such o
volume et this time, sspeclally in viev of the contimuation of the U2 Project
and the possible exposure of the lavel of our eurrent interest. I sald that
I thought 1t would Ybe guite comter-productive in teyws of the amount of
nﬂmrtwtwmuﬁlnmeﬁa-ann&toyamdﬁcthaa:mntardﬁhdlchﬁnwﬂy
desired, end I said that I alsc had grave questions about the declassification
of much of the watter now in cur files on this subject. I even bethured to
point out that I was not wiolly certatn that the Director himself coulld make
the decision to open the files in this case} my amalogy was to point out
that aince the Specisl Croup has now asmumed almost a direct line relstion-
ship to everything we do that I falt their opinion might be required as deing
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25X1A somevhat more substantive than that of Mr, Selinger. | |
concluded by saying that he would advise the Director against this, and
| let me know what the cutcome wvae.

JAMES A. CUMNINGHAM, JE.
" DPp-DD/P

Approved For Release 2002/06/10 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600090093-5



